
IMPORTANT Safety Update for All Lin Families – PLEASE READ! 
 
Hi Mary Lin Families, 
 
As you may know already, a student was accidentally struck by a car while riding a bike down Candler 
Park drive several weeks ago.  Thankfully everyone was ok, but there are near-misses on a regular 
basis between cars and kids walking or biking to school.  Let’s keep our kids safe by following a few 
simple rules: 
 

1. Please do not make U-turns anywhere along Candler Park Dr.  
 

2. Always look carefully bikes before pulling out of your parallel parking spot. 
 

3. Do not drop your child(ren) off from a vehicle at the crosswalk or anywhere else along 
Candler Park Dr. except for the designated Carpool Drop-off and Pick-up zone. 

 
4. All walkers should always cross the street at a designated crosswalk and look both ways 

before crossing the street.  This is especially important for kids who walk to Candler Park 
Market on Fridays.  Please talk with your children about this or accompany them to the 
Market if necessary. 

 
5. Parents/guardians of bikers should familiarize yourselves with the bike laws and be familiar 

with the do’s and don’ts of cycling.  Use your best judgement when it comes to where and 
how to ride with children – on the street, when to “take the lane,” use the side-walk, etc. 
Here’s a link to the basics:  https://www.atlantabike.org/bike_safety_law 

 
Here are some other things you can do to keep everyone safer around the school. 

1. If you ride your bike to school via the Freedom Park Trail, did you know you can park your 
bike by the back-door/Bus door of the school?  There’s even a bike rack there!  The trail 
connects directly to the parking lot so you avoid the gigantic hill and busy carpool line on 
Candler Park Dr. altogether.  Ms. Briscoe has also approved for students who park their bikes 
at this door to be dismissed via the Bus exit so that you don’t have to walk all the way around 
the building at pick-up time.  Just make sure you notify your child’s teacher. 

 
2. Please do not bring your dogs, even if carried, to the school platform for arrival or dismissal. 

 
3. Join us at the next Principal’s Coffee on Nov. 8th at 8:05.  A representative from the Atlanta 

Bicycle Coalition will be there to give us all some quick tips to more safely share the road 
amongst cars and bicycles. 

 
4. Use the “Dutch Reach” when opening your car door.  It’s simple!  When you’ve parked on the 

side of the road, open your car door with your RIGHT hand instead of your left.  It forces you 
to turn your body around so that you can more easily look for bicycles coming behind you 
before you open your door.  Remind your kiddos to look before they open their doors too! 
Here’s a great video that explains what it is and why it can help keep people on bicycles safter 
(skip to 0:43 to get right to the explanation): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GzIf80eSfCg 
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