
WHAT IS THE MARY LIN EDUCATION FOUNDATION? Established in 2008, the Foundation focuses on addressing needs specific to Mary Lin that require funding not 

provided by the PTA. For example, the Foundation led the fundraising effort to build the new playground. Our Board of Directors works with school leadership, 

APS, parents and teachers to meet these needs by providing instructional support, technology, professional development and capital improvements. 

WHAT IS THE MARY LIN PTA?  PTA is a membership organization under the National and Georgia PTA that provides educational support and resources to our 

school through an annual budget approved by its members. Most importantly, Mary Lin PTA works to involve parents, families, teachers, administrators and the 

community in the education of our children. 

WHY DO WE NEED BOTH? The Foundation and PTA work together and complement each other but fundraise and operate independently. Check out this snapshot 

of the differences: 

 
WHAT IS THE GO TEAM? Atlanta Public Schools (APS) became a charter system on September 25, 2015 to increase student achievement and streamline 
organizational efficiency. A key component of operating as a Georgia charter system is the establishment of Local School Governance Teams (or GO Teams) at the 
71 APS neighborhood schools. Operating in accordance with governance guidelines and procedures, Mary Lin’s GO Team (elected by YOU) will work with school 
leadership and the community to help determine the long-term direction of the school, design innovative solutions to increase student achievement and serve as 
school ambassadors to the local community.  
 
TELL ME MORE ABOUT OUR ROCKET FUND ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN: 

 The Annual Giving Campaign allows the Foundation to access corporate matching funds. Many employers offer this benefit to employees who donate to 
non-profit organizations. Find out if your employer offers matching for charitable donations as this can double the amount you can give to Mary Lin.  

 We also welcome corporate sponsorships and monetary or in-kind donations from businesses. If you own a small business this is a great way to increase 
your exposure to the community and help our school. For more information, contact foundation@marylinelementary.com. 

 In addition to single donations, there will now be an opportunity to PLEDGE your support (i.e., $25 per month) throughout the school year. Consider 
donating just half each month of what you were previously paying for preschool or childcare and you can make a huge difference to our community. 

 
What next? Be on the lookout in July and August for information on how you can become a Rocket Fund supporter! Find out if your employer provides donation 

matching and make a list of family and friends (think grandparents, aunts, godparents) who may also want to invest in your child’s education. Mary Lin will 

accomplish a diverse and state of the art learning environment with enhancements in curriculum, technology and professional development through the 

collaboration of our school administration, Foundation, PTA, families and the community! 

 MARY LIN EDUCATION FOUNDATION MARY LIN PTA 

How do they fundraise? The primary source of funding for the Foundation is the Rocket 
Fund Annual Giving Campaign which kicks off at the beginning of 
the school year. 
 

In addition to (voluntary) donations and membership fees, the PTA 
raises funds through community building events such as the 
father/daughter dance and mother/son event, the sale of yearbooks 
and spirit wear, annual teacher raffle, dine outs, shopping rewards 
(i.e., Kroger), Box Tops for Education and more! 

Is it a 501c3 nonprofit organization? YES! All donations are tax deductible. YES! All donations are tax deductible. 

How are funds utilized? The Foundation provides funding for strategic initiatives not 
covered by the school budget such as improvements to the outdoor 
space, classroom technology, enhanced professional development 
and innovative curriculum resources. The Foundation can provide 
funding in the areas in which PTA is limited due to National and 
State PTA guidelines.   

PTA provides support for immediate needs within the school year 
such as teacher supply allotments, in-school field trips, family 
education night, the holiday program and other events for students 
and families. Under National and State guidelines, there are 
limitations on how PTA funds can be utilized. 

Who decides how the funds are 
utilized? 

Members of the Board of Trustees (how are they chosen?) 
determine how funds are allocated. 

The PTA is a membership organization with an Executive 
Committee/Board.  The Board proposes a budget that outlines 
projected income and expenditures and general membership 
approves this budget. Amendments are considered, proposed and 
also voted on throughout the school year. 

Can I support both PTA and 
Foundation? 

Of course! They are partners and BOTH support Mary Lin’s teachers 
and students! 

Of course! They are partners and BOTH support Mary Lin’s teachers 
and students! 
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